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dicate his mourning for the death of Auer; 
a perſon of conſummate valour and po- 
licy, who had been treacherouſſy mur 7 
by Joab, partly in revenge of an old quar- 
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The truth of. hich 1 ite Nas Got 
1all- enable me) to evince, and illuſtrate ; 

though 1 ſhall not confine my ſelf to uſe the 
word, great, juſt in the ſame ſenſe 1 in o which 

it could be applied to Abner; as'T 
oi thi Propoſition, in any other ſenſe of that 
word, is equally ſupported by this 
and David's aſſigning his reaſon in general 
terms, plainly intimates that greatneſs in ge- 
neral, not'merely this or that particular BI 
) "ity demands ſome 1 e 
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and obvious arguments; that the fall of a 
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ing him, and whom he at leaſt apprehended ; 
to be, an able and truſty Friend; and 1/raet 
had loſt one whoſe cou oſcl might guide and 


unite, whoſe valour might animate and de- 


fend them. And whenever a great man 
dies, the ſurvivors. 1 muſt ſuſtain a Loſs; but 
| eſpecially when the greatneſs, is of that kind, "Tp 
| which is now under. our: conſideration. * 5 
David. thought it ſufficient to juſtify, his | 
mourning, nay that it would have left him 
expoſed to blame, if he had not mourned, - 


that a man of Abner's eminence in council 
and in arms was fallen, let it not be aid 


of us, the. righteous periſh, and no-man lay. 
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5 E. was configed to one Nation; though 
| * was e of a civil "nature and 
what- 
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ee David might oth him £ 5 
the affection and endowments of this great 
man, he ſeems to have been of an haughty 
untractable temper, too boiſterous and aſpir- 
ing for a peaceable Subject, or a ſteady and 
faithful Friend. But in the caſe before us, 
the world is deprived of a burning and ſhin- 
ing light, the univerſal church of God of a 
judicious and affectionate Inſtructor, as well 
as his particular Friends, of the ornament 


and delight of their chearful hours, and the 


aſſtvager of their ſorrows. I am ſure, We 


muſt have little knowledge who he was, 
and of how great uſe ſuch men are to a 
Nation, and to the intereſt of religion in par. | 
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wi and a part af the. ſentence proni unced 
n the firſt tranſgreſſor; Duft thou art; and 
unto duft #ou ſhalt return e. Thus in entered 
the world, and death by fon; and ſ death 
data aon l men, for that all have Hemd. 
Howmany:thouſand bodies that were fea 


and wonderfully made * ; nay, howr 


ations of men, once living and active, are 
tarned to duſt; till almoſt the whole maſs of 
ow is changed, and the particles that com- 
poſed human bodies are ſcatteted and blended, 
_ Jo.promiſeuonſly and extenfively in the cor * 
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being diſtinguiſhed ?. O Sin] [how tht 
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World reduced to duſt by . the moſt 
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| fatal influence! n is the caſe as ·⁰ the 
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g By human irexneks;” 'T mean any of thoſe 
_ GiſtinGtions which merely relate to the preſent 
' iſe; whereby one man is raiſed above another. 
- Now death is a ſtain upon this greatneſs; 

' ſhows how far i it is from being perfect; and 
55 on the whole, that thoſe diſtinctions are 
y ſuch impatient defire, and un- 
Westied application, as they often 1 
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was the caſe of en Le was a Prin 1 
Favorite in the court of a grand Monarch; but 
how vain did his fall proclaim this kind of 
greatneſs. Does it conſiſt in intellectual abili- oy 
ties, in large natural attainments, or the fame 


ol great actions? Do the ſubtlety of the Poli- 5 


tician, the wiſdbin of the Philoſopher, .or the 


trophies of Conqueſt, conſtitute a great man ? 8 


What did policy, or ſtrength, or all the at- 


chievments of war profit Abner, whom not- 
. withſtanding, the ſword ofa treacherous friend 
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in ſome other form. The penetration of 1 
Stateſman contrives an exact plan of govern- 

| nd ſecures a Nation by the arts of Peace, 

or by forming wiſe alliances in time of war; 
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tte Grave, or find an ally able to divert the 
ſtroke, or reſiſt the power of Death. The Phi- 
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God, has learnt to deſcribe-the motions.of we 
heavenly bodies, to aſſign the laws by which _ 
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Weſtminſter. | By, O. Hughes, P. Dr bo: nll 
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